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The Five-Level QDA® Method

•Not a method of analysis

•A CAQDAS pedagogy



Genesis of the Five-Level QDA method

• 40 years observing researchers gain expertise

• Challenges in gaining expertise

• Limited or superficial use

• Stop using it when it could be most helpful

• Allow software to drive the process



Addressing the challenges

• A method for harnessing CAQDAS packages powerfully

• A pedagogy that transcends methodology and software

• Unpacking the “black box” of expertise



The first principle

• Strategies are different from tactics

• Strategies:  What you plan to do

• Driven by projects objectives and research question

• Tactics:  How you plan to do it

• Highlighters, whiteboards, general purpose software, CAQDAS…

…or a combination





Conflating strategies and tactics

“An alternative search strategy is to select a sample of 
journals and to search for articles…this tactic was 
employed…” 

Bryman, A. (2006). Integrating quantitative and qualitative research: How is it 
done? Qualitative Research 6(1), 97-113



The second principle

• Analytic strategies are contradictory to software tactics

Figure 1.1, page15



Managing the contradiction

• Avoiding the contradiction

• Compromising 



Transcending the contradiction

• See the situation in a larger context 

• so contradiction is no longer there

• don’t have to sacrifice the full integrity of either side

• Experts unconsciously transcend the contradiction between 
analytic strategies and software tactics by “translating” 
between them

• The Five-Level QDA method unpacks the unconscious process 
of translation 



The Five-Level QDA Method

Woolf & SIlver (2018:27)



Translation

driven by analytic strategies

….although tactics can inform strategies



An overview of the process

• Work with software “components” rather than “features”

• Identify “analytic tasks” for translation

• Translate the units of the task to components of the software

• Five steps of translation



5 steps of translation

Figure 6.4, page118



Analytic Planning Worksheet

Woolf & SIlver (2018:115)



To find out more

www.fivelevelqda.com

To contact us

info@qdaservices.co.uk


